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A Conveyance of Land Dated in the Reign of Ellil-bani. — By 
Mary Inda Hussey, Ph.D., Associate Professor in Mount Hol- 
yoke College, South Hadley, Mass. 

The tablet here published is a conveyance of land inter vivos 
between one co-owner and the heirs of a deceased ( ?) co-owner 
on the one hand, and a purchaser on the other. The seal of one 
of the co-owners has been run over the entire written surface 
of the tablet and has left nine impressions on the edges. There 
is no indication that the seal contained anything more than the 
name Lu-dingir-ra dumu Sag- d En-lil-ld. 

Ellil-bani first became known to modern scholarship when 
V. Scheil published 1 in 1897 the subscription of tablet no. 353 
in the Imperial Ottoman Museum, Constantinople, which reads : 
mu d En-lil-ba-ni lugal-e . . . gal(f) gal(f) . . . Nin-IB. 
Since the publication in 1906 of the chronological list of kings 
of the dynasties of Ur and Isin by Prof. Hilprecht, 2 he has 
been recognized as the eleventh king of the dynasty of Isin 
(2187-1962 B. C.), 3 who reigned twenty-four years (2032-2008 
B. C, according to the above chronology). In The Earliest 
Version of the Babylonian Deluge Story, 1910, p. 38, Prof. 
Hilprecht says that seven tablets dated in the reign of Ellil-bani 
are known to him, none of which are published. The first 
known royal inscription was published by the late Prof. H. W. 
Hogg 4 under the title, "Inscribed Nail of Ellil-bani. " A 
photograph of the tablet here published was used by Prof. 
Barton in compiling the table of signs in Vol. XXXI, p. 42 of 
this Journal. It is on account of its paleographic interest that 
it is deemed worth while to publish a photograph of the tablet 
as well as an autograph copy. 

1 Becueil de travaux relatifs d la philologie et d I 'archeologie egyptiennes 
et assyriennes, Vol. XIX, p. 59. 

2 Babylonian Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania, Vol. XX, 
pt. 1, pp. 39-56b, PI. 30, XV. 

3 See Edward Meyer, Geschichte des Altertums, 2d edition, 1909, Vol. I, 
§ 329. See now also Clay's Miscellaneous Inscriptions in the Yale Baity- 
Ionian Collection, King's History of Babylon, and Chiera's Legal and 
Administrative Documents from Nippur. This article was delivered to 
the Editors of this Journal in September, 1915. 

4 Journal of the Manchester Oriental Society, 1911, pp. 1-20. 
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This tablet was purchased from a dealer, and is preserved 
in the Harvard Semitic Museum under the number 1421. It 
is unbaked, light brown in color, and measures 8.7 cm. by 
4.9 cm. 

Transcription. 
Obv. 1 gan a-sa(g) (?)-sar se 

sa(g) a-sa(g) d Su-gi-an-na 

us a-ra TJr- d Pa-gibil-sag dnmn Lu- d En-zu 

a-sa(g) Lu-dingir-ra dumu Sag- d En4il-ld 
(5) u ibila Ur- d 8u-mah-ge-ne 

hi Lu-dingir-ra dumu Sag- d En-lil-ld 

u ibila Ur- d Su-mah-ge-ne-ta 

1 d Su-mu-ba-li-it dumu Du(g)-li-[abs]u 

in-si-in-sa(m) 
(10) sa(m)-am til-la-bi-su 

y 2 ma-na 3 gin ku-babbar 

in-ne-en-ld 

u-hur-sil 

1 Lu-dingir-ra 
(15) u ibila Ur- d Su-mah-ge-ne 

a-sa(g)-bi-su 

Rev. inim-nu-um-mal-mal-ne-a 

ma lugai-bi in-pa(d)-es 

igi Ur- d Pa-gibil-sag dumu [Lu]- d En-zu 

igi [ }-du{g)- d En-lil dumu Ir-E-gu-la 

(5) igi Lu-dingir-ra 

igi Lugal-ibila dumu Lu- d En-zu 

igi Ba-sa- d Da-mu dumu Ur- d En-lil-ld 

igi Da-nu-me-a dub-sar 

itu Kin- d Innana 
(10) mil d En-lil-ba-ni lugal-e 

alam ku-gl d Nin-lB 

mu-un-na-an-dim-dim-a 

Translation. 
Obv. 1 gan, a field of ( ?) (and) barley, 

the lower side (adjoining) the field of Su-gi-an-na, 
the upper side (adjoining) the lane of Ur-Pa-gibil-sag, 
son of Lu-En-zu ; 
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The field belonging to Lu-dingir-ra, son of Sag-En-lil-la, 
(5) and the heirs of Ur-Su-mah, 

from Lu-dingir-ra, son of Sag-En-lil-la, 

and the heirs of Ur-Su-mah, 

Su-mu-ba-li-it, son of Du(g)-li-absu, 

has bought ; 
(10) for its price in full % mana 3 gin of silver 

he has paid. 

Never 

will Lu-dingir-ra 
(15) and the heirs of Ur-Su-mah 

to this field 

Rev. lay claim. 

By the name of their king they have sworn 

before Ur-Pa-gibil-sag, son of [Lu]-En-zu, 

before [ ]-du(g)-En-lil, son of ir-E-gu-la, 

(5) before Lii-dingir-ra, 

before Lugal-ibila, son of Lii-En-zu, 

before Ba-sa-Da-mu, son of Ur-En-lil-la, 

before Da-nu-me-a, scribe. 

The month of Kin-Innana, 
(10) the year that Ellil-ba-ni the king made the golden 

statue of Nin-IB. 





OBVERSE 



OBVERSE 





REVERSE 



REVERSE 



